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Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa, 
 
Wow - Here we are at the end of week 8 of Term 2! I hope you all have some 
exciting plans for the school holidays and that this little blip with Covid-19 does not 
result in the cancellation of any plans you may have. 
  
The school remains a hive of activity and it seems like everyday we have car loads 
or bus loads of students heading off to enjoy a range of activities. I would like to 
pass on a huge thanks to the community and the staff team for all of the 
organisation that goes into this.  I will let the photos and articles in this newsletter 
do the rest of the talking about what has been going on over the past two weeks. 

With only a few school days left in Term 2 we are shifting some of our energy to 
planning our programmes of learning for term three.  Much of our integrated 
learning will be centred around the local Tua Marina and Marlborough history.  
This learning will be closely linked with the 150th Jubilee Celebrations.  We are 
looking forward to sharing this learning with you all. 
  
Matariki 
We are once again hosting a Matariki Celebration. Last year’s event was a huge 
success, attended by a large number of our families and we are hoping for 
another really special gathering of our kahui (community). Everyone is invited, so 
please encourage tīpuna (grandparents), neighbours with toddlers or friends who 
have left the school to come along and join our celebration.  

We will have kapa haka performances and readings from students. Hot bacon sandwiches and hot drinks 
will be served free of charge. Please bring your own mugs. Torches and warm clothing are strongly advised. 
The event will begin at 6.45am at the Diversion end of Rarangi beach on Friday 2nd July. If the weather 
forecast is horrible, we will make the call as early as possible on Thursday 1st July as to whether or not the 
event will proceed.  Keep an on on the school app for updates.  Proceedings should be concluded by 
7.30am. 
 
Itinerary  
6.45am: meet at Diversion end of Rarangi beach (At the intersection of Thomas Road and Neal Road, take 
the track / unsealed road parallel to the river and drive to the parking area near the beach - if you know 
the way you can meet us here); 
·         7.30am: conclude Matariki Celebration at the beach; 
·         8.15am: staff will be back at school 
No students should be dropped off at the school before 8.15am 

Please fill in the RSVP survey when it is sent out, so we can cater for everyone who turns up. 
 

IMPORTANT 
DATES

July 2nd 
Matariki Breakfast 

at sunrise 

July 7th 
Cluster Cross 

Country 
 

July 9th 
Term 2 Ends 

 
July 26th 

Term 3 Begins

Tua Marina School Vision 
 

 "Working together to grow a healthy and happy community 
where every learner succeeds"



Tua marina School is part of a wider network of schools called the Piritahi Kahui Ako- Community of 
Learning.  As a previous Lead Principal of a Kahui Ako I understand and have seen firsthand the 
benefits of schools sharing expertise and treating all students within the Kahui Ako as "our students".  
The Piritahi Newsletter below gives you a good picture of what has been happening across the Kahui 
Ako this term. 

Kia ora koutou,  

Welcome to our latest newsletter to keep you informed of the work of our Piritahi Community of 
Learning. The past six months have been extremely busy as our schools and early childhood centres 
continue to work closely together for the benefit of the 6000 students within our Kahui Ako. We started 
the year with a very successful Piritahi ‘Weaving Learners Together’ Staff Only Day based around the 
three Piritahi workstreams of Strengthening Teacher & Leadership Capability; Hauora; and 
Community, Iwi & Māori Engagement. Approximately 575 teachers and support staff from across 
Marlborough attended. The feedback was very positive with educators in Marlborough appreciating 
the chance to up-skill and network across the different sectors. It enabled them to start the year 
enthusiastically and motivated to make a difference.  

Strengthening Teacher & Leadership Capability  
Teachers across all sectors are engaged in three main professional learning opportunities i.e. 
Poutama Pounamu, DMIC (Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities) and Leading Adult 
Learning. This continues to build teacher and leadership capability in order to achieve our 
overarching goals of excellence, equity, and belonging.  
 
Hauora  
One of our biggest challenges in education, and Blenheim is no exception, has been supporting 
students with challenging behaviours, and being aware of the wellbeing (hauora) of our staff and 
students. We have been working closely with the Ministry of Education to identify learning needs 
across our region and develop Learning Support Registers that use the same common language. The 
intention is that we will have the needs collated across Piritahi and then be able to resource 
accordingly.  
 
Community, Iwi & Māori Engagement  
Our thanks are extended to local iwi who have supported both our Staff Only Day and recent 
teacher workshops by sharing their expertise and stories related to our region.  
 
A working party has been investigating the transition process between pre-school and school to 
develop consistent practices across Piritahi. The goal is to help make the transition-to-school process 
for our students as smooth as possible.  
 
We continue to analyse achievement data in Reading, Writing and Maths so we can show 
achievement and progress in each of our schools, and across Piritahi as a whole. This helps us to 
identify areas or cohorts where extra support can be given, and to develop goals. Moderation of 
assessment at key transition points continues to be an area of focus eg between Year 6 and Year 7, 
and between Year 8 and Year 9.  
 
We have seven wonderful Across School Leads (ASLs) as part of Piritahi who work two days a week 
supporting schools around our annual goals. The ASLs come from a variety of sectors including early 
childhood, primary, intermediate and secondary schools. They work alongside teachers, facilitate 
staff meetings, and generally share their expertise in order to improve outcomes across our 21 schools 
and early childhood centres. Twice a year they organise a series of workshops related to our 
workstreams, the latest of which was held in June with 330 teachers attending.  
 
We gain a lot of satisfaction from leading the work of Piritahi and are very proud of the collaborative 
nature of our work and the willingness of schools and communities to engage. Please feel free to talk 
to your individual school leaders and teachers if you would like to know more about the work of 
Piritahi.  
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Cheryl Wadworth (Whitney St School), Gaylene Beattie (Springlands 
School) and Michelle Spencer (Rapaura School) - Piritahi Co-Leads
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Interschools Rippa Rugby Tournament 

Time flies when you’re having fun, and our day at Lansdowne Park was no 
exception! Our 3 teams ran, raced and ripped their way around the fields, 

playing strongly against other schools from within Marlborough. The day 
wasn’t about keeping scores and everyone had fun on and off the field. 

Everyone who was part of the day should feel very proud of themselves for 
representing the school with pride and that Tua Marina School spirit.  

Ka rawe tamariki mā!



F U N D A M E N T A L S
Here are some snippets of our senior students participating in the 

fundamentals programme that everyone had been attending this week



Makomako visit Karaka point
Karaka Point near Picton was once a fortified pā where early Māori were 
perfectly positioned to see potential invaders coming down Tōtaranui/

Queen Charlotte Sound. 
 

An easy  15-minute walk  from the carpark at the top of Karaka Point, off 
Port Underwood Rd, leads through the pā site. Historic earthworks 

including ramparts and whare (house) pits from possibly the early 1700s 
can still be seen. 

 
It’s a site rich with NZ history and culture. The children were engrossed by 

our tour guide and his knowledge on the area and incidents that 
occurred back in the early 1830’s when Te Rauparaha and his men 

invaded the area armed with muskets. 
 

It was an afternoon full of leaning in a beautiful spot right here on our 
doorstep! A must do for families who haven’t yet visited this spot.



22nd June Kegs Report Tua Marina

A beautiful sunny day for the shortest day of the year. Rm 1 were busy raking
up and gathering leaves to mulch the last garden to be weeded and cleared.
Some children weeded out, then looked carefully at the soil and found many
caterpillars, worms, spiders and other small insects. Some soil was added to the
rosemary plant container. Gardens are looking great for the winter months, Ka
Pai everyone.

KEGS



STUDENTS OF WEEK 7

KIWI CAN CORNER

L-R Kayla, Xavier, Nico, Reinhardt, Izzy, Gus, Asher, Iyla, Lexie, 
Bobbi, Reinhardt, Violet, Finn &Henry

KIWI CAN AWARD WINNERS 
WEEK 7 

 
Room 6 -Arthur, Room 5 - Luke S, Room 4 -Grayson- 
For learning the importance of perseverance (Never 

giving up). 
 

Room 3 - Neve, Room 2 - Chase , Room 1 - Reid - For 
learning that never giving up means perseverance

KIWI CAN AWARD WINNERS 
WEEK 8 

 
Room 6 -Addi, Room 5 - Iyla,  

Room 4 -Lucas 
For identifying perseverance skills to help with out 

patience.



Important Messages

Carpark and Parking 
 
Please remember to reverse into a carpark when parking in the 
main gravel carpark. This ensures you drive straight out and 
keeps our tamariki safe and seen.  
 
Please also make sure everyone is using the pathway behind the 
low barricade when walking the length of the carpark. This gives 
drivers the clear space they need to reverse into their park and 
children the clear path they need to walk safely through the 
gates.

School App 
 
The school app is now our main source of communication 
with our TMS Whanau. Notices, permission slips, reminders, 
newsletters, and any other updates are all sent out via the 
app now. We have noticed there are still a few parents 
who have not accessed the app as yet - please see Sarah 
B in the office if you need any help setting the app up. It is 
vital we are all using the app so that no child misses out 
on school activities. 
 
Feedback on the app is always welcome. Any issues we 
hear about or encounter we send straight to our app 
consultant so that she can get the developers onto fixing 
them straight away. Please keep us posted as to how it’s 
working or not working for you.



NOTICES

Please ask your children if they would like to join 
in the festival of hockey and let 

julian@tuamarina.school.nz know if they are 
interested.

Rarangi Community Emergency Planning Workshop

If Rarangi was a�ected by an emergency.... 

 How would you get information?

 Who can help you?

 Who might need help?

 What can you do as a community?

You are invited to a workshop on Sunday 18thth July 
1:00-4:00pm at The Rarangi Community Cente.

Work with Marlborough Emergency Management (Civil Defence) and discover 
more about the hazards we face, share ideas about the resources and expertise
we have and contribute to building a community plan.

Tea, co�ee and biscuits will be provided.

The way that we manage in an emergency depends on community 
planning and preparedness.  As part of this we're moving away from 
relying on establishing formal Civil Defence Centres and focussing 
instead on supporting communities to be better prepared to lead their 
own response and recovery.  This a chance for you to have your input 
into your community emergency plan. 

Help your community to be prepared and take care of itself in an 
emergency.   

If you care – be there!

To register for the workshop or for more information contact: 
Glenys Scott (Rarangi CD)-  gms2@sayne.org; 0211862549
Catherine Coates (MEM) – Catherine.Coates@marlborough.govt.nz; 0275 731 996

mailto:julian@tuamarina.school.nz

